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VR FRENCH
scout, Edouard,
gives me some items
of history that I
liave not found re-

corded. These
touch upon events

--prior to Phil Sheri-
dan's maiden enter-
prise on the Colum-
bia.

A dreadful mas-

sacre of white set-

tlers --occurred late
season of 1854. It was called

the " Snake River " or " "Ward Massa
cre."

More poor white people were outraged
and slain than in the well-know- n ""Whit-
man Massacre." The cruelty of the
Indians engaged in this indiscriminate
destruction was excessive.

Our troops, under Maj. Granville O.
Haller, 4th Inf., who had already a
grand record for years of successful
service, started from Fort Dallas as soon
as the news of the outbreak reached
there. It was a train of immigrants that
had been destroyed not far from the
Hudson Bay Company's frontier station,
called "Old Tort Boise." Haller had
with him in the expedition 26 Regulais
and 34 volunteers, making only 60 men
altogether. Edouard was a member of
the volunteer company. He says: ""We
arrived at the place where the horrid
outrage had been committed the early
part of September, 1854. The country
Avas scouted in all directions, and the
Indians looked up. Some were killed
in battle, and others were captured and
hanged on the ..very spot where .the' had
perpetrated their unspeakable --outrages
and murders."

Haller, after "his

LONG AND TEDIOUS WAECH
of some 400 miles altogether, had just
returned to Fort Dallas, when the news
of another Indian outbreak north of
the Columbia, only about 70 miles from
him, came to his ears. .Edouard, the
scout, being in the midst of these troubles
also, says:

" The Indians hereabouts were deter-
mined to rid themselves of all white
men. They had been killing the white
men, and these as the' could catch them.
At last the Yakimas at Fort Siucoe
murdered Agent Borland, who had gone
over there to try to assuage their
troubles.

Edouard, the scout, who appeal's to
have reached The Dalles before Maj.
Haller, had there met Borland while he
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was en route to Foil Sincoe, and warned
him : " Jt is not safe for you to venture
among thorn." It was but
a short time," Edouard continues, " be-
fore T heard that he was killed."

Haller, with but "102 enlisted men
and four officers," marched straight over
to Sincoe. Then the savages in large
numbers boldly attacked his command
and drove it from the timber. "The
next morning," Maj. Powell, in his rec-
ord, writes, "his camp was completely
surrounded, his animals cut off from
grass and water ; hourly during the day
squads of mounted Indians were seen
approaching and joining the war party,
lather Paudoazn, a Catholic pricsi, who
was held as a prisoner, declared the num-
ber exceeded 2,000 fit to bear arms.
They made, however, this day, little im-
pression on the command of Hal lei's
standing on the defensive, and with-
drew at night." nailer was thus af-
forded an opportunity to reach ground
more favorable for marching in retreat
that night, and the third day success-
fully kept a body of pursuing warriors
at bay while retreating to The Dalles."

He brought in all the wounded and
the body of his Conimisaary-Scrgeau- t, j

who in the last charge of the Indians was
killed.

Col. Bain's disastrous campaign came
next in order, which Sheridan, in his

'Memoirs, so graphically describes, and
of which he formed a part. Councils
of war followed, particularly at "Walla
"Walla, where the greatest number of
gaily-dresse- d Indians came together
since those that followed the "Whitman
Massacre.

I remember accounts of those as the'
appeared in the press of 1S54 and 1S55.
Our scout has their beauty, their fierce-

ness, their majest', their picturesqueuess,
and the eloquence of the participators
photographed on his brain. Nothing;
was 3et really settled. Our people had
to take the country that up-count-

ry of
eastern Oregon and northern "Washing-
ton as the Israelites did the Promised
Land ; i. e., little by little, with many
unexpected drawbacks,

KOW COMES THE if EXT SCENE!
The Columbia River Indiaus J many solid were

and above The Dalles, the Yakimas and
others during the "Winter of 1855 and
1856 formed combinations that appeared
to threaten all white settlements east of
the Cascade Mountains. The savages
for a time seemed bound together to
dispute with our people the possession

Lieut. Sheridan's Fight fop. the Relief of Blockhouse at Cascades
the Columbia in 185G.

A. Point of landlnc from stenmcr.
B. Route of crossing to nontli side of river,
C. Itoule of crossing to ielnini.
D. Route by which the'boat was pulled ury
E. Crossing; ajjiiiu to south shore.

of that part of "Washington Territory
and Oregon.

In consequence of the threatened out-
breaks Col. George "Wright, with his 9th
Inf., occupied Fort Vancouver. The
25th of March he set out by steamer
with his command northward, reached
The Dalles, so that he was able to begin
his march toward the up-count- ry the
morning of the 26th.

He had gone but a few miles when
ine i aKimas, coming irom tneir coun-- ;
try, being aided by some Columbian
Indians, began to attack the settlement
far behind them, near the Cascades.

As introductor' to some of his rough
work and hairbreadth escapes, my old
messenger and scout, Edouard, intro-
duces his story by quoting Gen. Sheri-
dan's account of his own gallant and
characteristic work accomplished with
his escort of 40 men, whom he denomi-
nated his dragoons.

From Sheridan's "Memoirs"':
"On the morning of March 26 the

movement began, but the column Col.
"W right's had only reached Five Mile
Creek when the Yakimas, joined by
many young warriors free lances from
other tribes, made a sudden and unex-
pected attack at the Cascades of the
Columbia, midway between Vancouver
and The Dalles, hilled several citizens,
women and children, and took possession
of the Portage by besieging the
in their cabius at the Upper Cascades
and those who sought shelter at the
Middle Cascades in the old military
blockhouse, which had been built some
years before as a place of refuge under

such circumstances. These points
held out and were not captured, but the
landing at the Lower Cascades fell com-
pletely into the hands of the savages.
Straggling settlers from the Lower Cas-
cades made their way down to Foit
Vancouver, distant about 36 miles,
which they reached that night and com-
municated the condition of 'HfTairs. As
the necessity for early relief to the
settlers and the of
communication with The Dalles were
apparent, all the force that could be
spared was ordered out, and in conse-
quence I Sheridan immediately re-

ceived directions to go with my detach
ment of dragoons, numbering about 40
effective men, to the relief of the middle
blockhouse, which really meant to re-

take the Cascades. I got ready at once,
and believing that a piece of artillery
would be of service to me, asked for one,
but as there proved to bo no guns at the
post Fort Vancouver, I should have
been obliged to proceed without one had
it not been that the regular steamer from
San Francisco to Portland was lying at
the Vancouver dock unloading military
supplies, ana the commander, Capt.
Dall, supplied me with a steamer's small
iron cannon, mounted on a wooden plat-
form, which he used in firing sah'tes at
different ports on the arrival and depart-
ure of the vessel. Finding at the
arsenal a supply of solid shot that would
fit the gun, 1 had it put upon the steam-
boat Belle, employed to carry 1113' com-
mand to the scene of operations, and
stalled up the Columbia River at 2
p. m. on the morning of the 27th. We
reached the Lower Cascades carlv In
the day, where, selecting a favorable I

place for the purpose, I disembarked my
men and gun on the north bank of the
river, so that I could send back the
steamboat to bring up any volunteer
assistance that in the meantime might
have been collected at Vancouver.

"AFTER GETTING WELL IX HAND

everything connected with my little com-

mand, 1 advanced with live or six men
to the edge of a growth of underbrush
to make a reconnoissance. "We stole
alone under cover of this underbrush
until we reached the open ground lead-

ing over the causeway or narrow neck
before mentioned, when the enemy
opened lire and killed a soldier near my
ide by a shot which, just grazing .the

bridge of my nose, struck him in the
neck, opening an artery and breaking
the spinal cord. He died instantly.
The Indians at once made a rush for his
body, but my men in the rear, coming
quickly to the rescue, drove them back,
and Capt. Dall's gun being now brought

near into play, shots thrown

settlers

just

into the jungle where they lay con-

cealed, with the effect of considerably
modifying their impetuosity. Further
skirmishing at long range took plp.ee at
intervals during the day, with little gain
or loss, however, to either side, for both
parties held positions which could not be

the the
of

Explanation:
F. Crosslnc to Blockhouse.
G. Haute of troops marching up on the Hnuth

sino oi rjvir.
II. Route to the island to attack the Inditing.

assailed in (lank, and only the extreme
of rashness in either could prompt a
front attack. My left was protected by
the back water driven into the slough by
the high stage of the river, and my
right rested securo on the main stream;
Between us wa.-- only the narrow neck of
land, Uj cro- - v,h'.4i would be certain
death. The position of the Indians was
almost the exact vounterpart of ours.

Fight Between the Scout and Indians.
"In the evening I sent a report of the

situation back to Vancouver by the
steamboat, retaining a large Hudson's
Bay bateau which I had brought up
with me. Examining this I found it
would carry about 20 men, and made up
my mind that early next morning I
would cross the command to the opposite
or south side of the Columbia River, and
make mv wav un alone? the mnnnfmn
base until I arrived abreast the middle
blockhouse, which was still closely be-

sieged, and then at some favorable point
recross to the north bank to its relief,
endeavoring in this manner to pass
around and to the rear of the Indians,
whose position confronting me was too
strong for a direct attack. This plan
was hazardous, but I believed it would
be successfully carried out if the boat
could be taken with me ; but should I
not be able do to this I felt that the object
contemplated in sending mo out would
miserably fail, and the small band cooped
up at the blockhouse would soon starve
or fall a prey to the Indians, so I con-
cluded to risk all the chances the plan
involved.

" On the morning of March 28 the
savages were still in my front, and after
giving them some solid shot from Capt.
Dall's gun we slipped down to the river
bank, and the detachment crossed by
means of the Hudson's Bay boat, mak-
ing a landing on the opposite shore at a
point where the south channel of the
river, after flowing around Bradford's
Island, joins the main stream. It was
then about 9 o'clock, and everything
had thus far proceeded favorabl', but
an examination of the channel showed
that it would be impossible to tret the
boat up the rapids along the mainland,
and that success could only be assured
by crossing the south channel just below
the rapids to the island, along tho shore
of which theie was every probability we
could pull a boat through the rocks and
swift water until the head of the rapids
was reached, from which point to the
blockhouse there was smooth, water.

"Telling the men of the embarrass-
ment in which I found myself, and that
if I could get enough of them to man the
boat and pull it up the stream bv a rope
to the shore, we would cross to-th- e islaud
and make the attempt.

X

"ALL VOLUNTEERED to go;
but as 10 men seemed sufficient, I se-

lected that number to accompany me.
Before starting, however, I deemed it
prudent to find out if possible what was
engaging the attention of the Indians.
who had not yet discovered that we had
left their front. I therefore climbed up
the side, of the abrupt mountain which
skirted the water's edge until I could
see across the island. From this point
I observed the Indians running horse-

races and otherwise enjoying themselves
behind the lino they had held against
me the day before. The squaws decked
out in gay colors, and the men gaudily
dressed in war bonnets, made the scene
more attractive; but, as everything
looked propitious for the dangerous en-

terprise in hand, I spent little time
watching them. Quickly returning to
the boat, I crossed to the island with
my 10 men, threw ashore the rope at-

tached to the bow, and commenced the
difficult task of pulling her up the,
rapids. "We got along slowly at first,
but, soon striking a camp of old squaws
who had been left on the island for
safety, and had not gone over to the
mainland north shore to see the races,
we utilized them to our advantage.
"With unmistakable threats and signs
we made them keep quiet, but also give
us much-neede- d, assistance in pulling
vigorously on the tow-rop-e of our boat.

"I was laboring under a dreadful
strain of mental anxiety during all this
time; for, had the Indians discovered
what wo were about, they could easily
have come over to the island in their
canoes, aqy, oy lorcmg us to laice up
our arms to repel their attack, doubtless
would have obliged the abandonment of
the boat, and that essential adjunct to
the final success of my plan would have
gone down the rapids. Indeed, under
such circumstances it would have been
impossible for 10 men to hold out
against 200 or 300" Indians; but the
island forming nn excellent screen to
our movements, we 'were not discovered,
and when we reached the smooth water
at the upper end of the rapids we
quickly crossed over and joined the
rest ot the men, who in the meantime
had worked their way nlong the south
bank of the river parallel with us.
I felt very grateful to the old squaws
for the assistance they rendered. They
worked well under compulsion, and
manifested no disposition to strike for
higher wages. Indeed,-- 1 was so much
relieved when wc'-ha- crossed over from
the island and joi'cdthe rest of the
party, that I mentally thanked the
sniuitt's mm nnd"-nl- l T Inrl rmmk liA5- -'!" v"w a . 4VAi iitUUU VJlIil. ! "".

the the Vancouver, for In-
shore from but

into bateau of
them it could cany. UUCCIIUU

scud tne oaiance
along the southern bank, where the rail
road is now built, until both detach-
ments arrived at a point the
blockhouse, when, crossing to the north
bank, I landed below the blockhouse
some little distance, ind returned the
boat for the balance of the men, who.
joined me in a few minutes.
"WHEN THE INDIANS ATTACKED THE

PEOPLE

at the Cascades on tho 26th word
sent to Col. Wright, up the river, who
had already got out from The Dalles a
few miles on expedition to the Spo-
kane country. lie immediately turned
his column back, and soon after I had
landed and communicated with the be-

leaguered blockhouse the advance of
his command arrived, under Lieut-Co- l.

Edward J. Steptoe. I reported to Step-to- e;

and related what had occurred dur-
ing the past 36 hour?, gave him a de-

scription of the festivities that were going
on at the Lower Cascades, and also com-
municated the intelligence that the
Yakimas had been joined by the Cas-

cade Indians when the place was first
attacked. I also told him it was my
belief that when he pushed down the
main shore the latter tribe, without
doubt, would cross over to the island we
had just left, while the former would
take to the mountains. Steptoe coin-
cided with me in this opinion, and in-

forming that Lieut. Alexander Piper
would join my detachment with
mountain howitzer, directed me to con-

vey the command --to the island and
gobble who came over to it.

"Lieut. Piper and I landed on the
island with the first-boatload- , and after
disembarking the we fired two

tliree shots to the Indmns know
we had with us, then advanced
down the island willi the whole of my
command, which latl arrived in the
meantime. of the men were de-

ployed as skirmishers except a small de-

tachment to operate the howitzer. Near
the lower end of thtf island we met, as I
had anticipated, tlie.cn tire body Cas-
cade Indians mdm women and chil-
dren whose homes were in the vicinity
of the Cascades. Tliey were very much
frightened and demoralized at the turn
events had taken, for tile Yakimas at the
approach Steptoe had abandoned
them, as and fled to the
mountains. The chief and head-me- n

said they had nothing to with the
capture ,of the Cascades, with the murder

C SiSlilSL'Q10 uP"er tauding, nor with
the massacre men, women and chil-
dren near the blockhouse, and put all
the. blamo Tou the Yakimas and their
allies. I did not believe this, however,
and to test the trpjth their statement
formed them all in lino with their mus-
kets in hand. Gohrgup to the first

T

man on the right I accused him of TTTT? T Ti,"Tlrn TTfTAT 2
lner engaged in the massacre, but wa3
met oy a vigorous denial, rutting my
forefinger into the muzzle of the gun, I
found unmistakable signs of having
been recently discharged. My fore-

finger was black with the stains of burnt
powder, and holding it up to the Indian,
ho had nothing more to say in the face
of such positive evidence of his guilt.
A further examination proved that all
the guns were in the same condition.
Their arms werc.at once taken possession
of, and, leaving small force to look
after the women and children and very
old men, so that there could be no pos-
sibility of escape, I arrested 13 of the
principal miscreants, crossed the river to
the lower landing, and placed them in
charge of a strong guard."

People do not imagine now how those
settlers at the famous Cascades almost
worshiped the little giant, Lieut. Sheri-
dan. My venerable messenger was
among them about that time. "

As soon as "Wright's men, under
Lieut-Co- l. Steptoe, approached from
above, the wary Yakimas, as we have
seen, abandoned the poor Columbia In-

dians to their fate; and it was a sad one,
for nine of them, after Sheridan had
found the inside of their muskets soiled
with powder recently burned, were tried
by commission and hanged, the
limb of tree being used for gallows.

After the three days of skulking,
boating, and fighting in the wild, pictur-
esque pass of the mountains, finding the
Yakimas, tho principal offenders, all
gone, the officers caused thorough
scouring of the whole countrv to the
north and northeast of them.

A little later, Edouard, then enlisted
in company, wa3 selected and sent out
as a scout from Vancouver. Here is
the way tells his tale. Hi3 memory,
like that of the frontiersmen generally,
who have not been much worried with
the words in books, is most remarkable :

"A trail through the woods and over
tne jagged hills by which the Klicatats
and Yakimas (for both tribes were there
at the Cascades) had retreated fol-

lowed for 10 miles, but no Indians were
overtaken. The Army officers, as they
all know the importance of fearless and
faithful scouting, sent out several. I was
one of them at this time, and, indeed,
was kept very ousy. Had the Indians
been successful at the Cascades, they
were to descend the Columbia the 36
miles, and attack Fort Vancouver."

JUUILDING A BLOCKHOUSE.

Edouard proceeds:
" Being there during the excitement,
had advised the settlers to build

cuity.n Keeping men on main blockhouse near the
cheeung at our success dian3 mi ht nmke a rai(J d(jwn t,
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goons. ''he blockhouse was put up,
and took my wife and little children
inside of it."

In the early days of the Hudson Bay
Company the Indians from the Yakima
and Klickatat country used to come
over the Cascade Mountains to Fort
Vancouver to do their trading. They
called Fort Vancouver Kit-Loth-Q- ua.

There were then plenty of Indian trails
all going out from Fort Vancouver, lead-
ing east and north.

. Lxuuuiuuj itcuii uiust: nana
whose direction seemed to be toward the
Cascades. had not long been out when
toward evening came upon a trail dis
tinct and fresh, and feeling satisfied from
the signs they left that was not far
from the main trail, concluded to camp
there for the night.

"The next morning early started
hunting for more distinct evidence.
had gone but a few miles when noticed
some more fresh tracks. Hitherto had
been riding my horse. Now dis-

mounted and was leading the horse by
the bridle and trying very minutely to
examine the tracks, when suddenly from
behind a big log a rifle was fired, and I
felt the shock of a wound in my arm,
disabling it. Instantly two who
had been lying there behind that log in
ambush, sprang up, and yelling as only
Indians on the war path can, tried to
complete their attack. But before the
one who had shot mo could get over the
log my return shot had struck him just
beneath an eye, and he fell

(Coutiuuud secoud yugo.)

.senseless.

,1
IM LM1 Iff IB I

AT FAIR 0 AKS.

Keyes's and Hemtzelman's Corps in

that Dread Battle.

OVERWHELMING ATTACK

Desperate Resistance Against
Enormous Odds.

REBELS LOSE HEAVILY.

An Opportunity Lost to Take
Richmond.

r.Y w. u. wp.ay, 23n r-A-., 122 south seventh
STREET, mir.ADEI.PIUA.

Iffci

T THE OPEN--
ing of the battle of
Fair Oaks, or Sev-

en Pines, 03 it i3

called by the Con-

federates, on May
31. 1862, the left
wing of the Army
of the Potomac,
consisting of the
Third Corps, under
Heintzelman, and
Fourth Corps, un-
der Keyes, were ad-

vanced beyond the
Chickahominy Eiv--e

r in echelon.
Casey's Division, of
the Fourth Corps,
was in position be- -

yoncl the JNme Mile road and rijjht of the
Williamsburg road; Couch's Division
along the Nine Mile road from its iunction
with the Williamsburg road acro3 the
Srni-l- ' T?;..- - r:i .l ti ri. r..uin. mivci juamuuu, or x'uir kjrks ora-
tion, and a quarter of a mile beyond.
Kearny's Division, of the Third Corps,
was posted half a mile to the rear, along
the Williamsburg road, and Hooker's
Division was

WATCHING THE ATTROACHES
along the edges of the White Oak
Swamp.

At this time there was but one avail-
able crossing, that of Bottom's Bridge.
The other corps, --with the Commander-in-Chie- f,

were on the north bank of the
Chickahominy, with the right extending
to near Hanover Courthouse, some 20
miles distant.

The condition of the roads, brought on
by a tremendous rain storm the night of
May 30, was such that to concentrate

C

JX

Battle of Seven Pines, or Fair Oaks.
both wings of army to the south side
of the would take at least
two days. The treacherous

had swollen during that night's
down-pou- r to sweep away the bridges
under construction, leaving but one
passage, that at Bottom's Bridge.

Gen. Joseph Johnston, in command of
the Army of Northern Virginia, was just
waiting such an and
while it was raining the night of the 30th
gave orders to attack this advanced line

Gen. Couch.

early in the morning, composed of 12
brigades of about 20,000 muskets, with
his 23 brigades of 50,000 effectives, and
his army, well the people of Eich-mon-d,

expected to have this Yankee
force driven into the swamps of the

captured before night
closed, with the bridges down, sepa-
rated from the right wing, they seeme'd

Cabinet were the field to witness such
an event.

Tho attack, Tiowavar, did not tnko
place until about noon. Our regiment

the 23d Pa., of Couch's Division--was

engaged in cooking rice, the only
ration on hand, the wagon-train- s not
having reached us. The enemy threw a

'Mm, mWM

GEX. HEINTZEI.MA2r.

shell, followed by others, which opened
the attack of Longstreet and Anderson's
30,000 on Casey's lines. We were

norEDIATELY HtTRRIED
across the Nine Mile road to their sun- -
port on the right. The attack was so
sudden that within 10 minutes we were
engaged, the Confederates had ilanked
the brigade on the right of Casey, and
we were arriving in the nick of time.

We charged and drove the rebels
down a clearing into the woods. Wo
then reformed our line on a dirt road
parallel with the railroad, and moving bv
the left flank reached the Nine Mile
road. Here we were met by Gen. Couch
and our brigade commander, Gen. Aber-crombi- e,

who, in order to give oppor-
tunity to take his three regiments 61st
Pa., S2d Pa. and 65th N. Y. the ex-
treme right across the railroad track to
where he established a newline, turned
our column back into the woods, charg-
ing in a3 a fodorn hope. We were
attacked on both flanks and front, and
after stubborn resistance driven back to
the Nine Mile road. At this time tho
forces on our left had been driven
back to the road, forming
on the left of Kearny's Division, who
had advanced up the road beyond Seven
Pines, checking the enemy at this point
with great execution; while the three
regiments of the brigade were sent back
a quarter of a mile, where the new line
was formed and maintained throughout
the action on this part of the field.

Xater in the day these regiments
61st Pa., 82d Pa., 65th N.Y. (Chasseurs)

and 62d N. Y, 7th Mass., Brady's
and Kirby's batteries and Eichardson'3
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Division of the Second Corps, which ar-
rived on the field about 4 p. m., were at-

tacked by Gen. Gustave Smith's Corps
and Hood's Division, and repulsed them
in their repeated charges. Gen. Petti-gre-w,

one of the brigade commanders,
was wounded and capturned. The Chas-
seurs captured the colors of the 23d N.
C. Gen. Johnston, commanding the Con-
federate army, who was directing thi3
portion of the attack in person was
severely wounded and carried from the
field. It was here that Gen. Eobert E.
Lee assumed command of the Army of
Northern Virginia, which he retained
until its

SURRENDER AT APPOMATTOX".

This day's work of these regiments of
Abercombie's Brigade with the bat-
teries of Brady and Kirby and a divis-
ion of Sumner's Corps, which had effect
ed a crossing at what was afterward
known as the Grapevine Bridge, and the
stubborn resistance of the 23d Pa., whicb,
gave Keyes the opportunity to form, hi3
new line, saved the right from being
flanked.

When the 23d reached the Nine Mile
road at their rear was a slashing. Col.
Wra.H.Neill "Bricky," as his regi-
ment learned to call him gave orders
to cross the abatis and form line in their
old camp. The enemy had at this time
possession of the road on both the flanks,
and was moving a force down the rail-
road to attack the other regiments of
the Lrigade at their new position. On
reaching the camp the line faced to. the

to be an easy prey. Jeff Davis and his f rear to receive an attack from that ruiar--


